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Outpouring of Love and Support Lifts Sikh Community

(O Nowvember 18, 2001, arson
severcly dmmaged the man building ar
(sobind Sadan, the Sikh teniple tn
Palermea, which s a retreat aned wor-
shup center for Sikls und friends all
aier ihe northeastern United States and
Cararda. At the tome it was feaved that
ihis wes en act inspaved by anger ar she
terrorest hambiigs of Sepeember 11th,

Within hours, supporters of tolerance
oegan 1o mobilize support for the Sikh
commnity. (Sikhs are frequentdy
niestaken for Muslins, due to the
tuerfans that men of both faiths weas).
Lacal clrches offered the loan of their
sancivdries. Voluntecrs came ta see if
Biey conld aidd with the rebuilding.
Vame than ene bundred people of all
atths gathered at a vigil ar the Center
hree days affer the fire.

Un December 14th, the Osurego
ounty Sherifl’s affice announced the
trrest, on arson charges, of fwo reen-
'wed county residents who reportedly
dmitted serting the fire. A third
qaspect was arvested on conspiracy
harges. The suspects believed, nccord-
ne to therr aum statemenss, that

wrilfippers ar the center were support-
v of Osama bin Laden, and set the
r after a night of drinking.

Charges thar include federal hate
‘tmes may be lodged against them.

Statewments from the Sheriff and the
cal Sikly community appear on page
wee. What follows is a reflection by
alphr Singh Rakicten, a leader in the
cal Sekh communeLy, i appreciation
the powerful response of Central New
wkers o this eruption of vielence in
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continsed from page I

While the news thar a Sikh shrine
in Central New York was victim of
arson flashed across the screen and
made papers from India to Montana,
the real story is what is occurring here
on the ground. The outpouring of
love in response to what is perceived
as an act ofhatred and ignorance is
overwhelming. .

It's hard ro remember the order
because all our phones were ringing
and the answering machines were
full. The Rabhi from the Temple
which iself was victim of arson last
year, called. The Imam from the
Mosque who last year ar the Temple
vigll so cloguently said, "If onc of
our Holy places burns, all our holy
places burn.” Bob Hanson, Director
of the IRC, has gouen the message
O,

Gerry, the head of 2 communiry

mask force organized when their

Tears streamed down my cheeles

school was subjected to bomb
scarcs, called to help. Ministers
from local churches offered space
for our gatherings. Calls from

my office and countless friends
continue even today.

Then there were the people we
didn’t even know. There was a
message: " Hello, my name 5%
Tracy. You don't know me but 1
heard about the church burning
and [ want to do something o
help.” It turns out Tracy is a
veteran who quilts to raise moncy
for various charities.

"I want you to know this 1s not
the America | fought for. I am
making a quilt - a patriotic one -
and I want to raffle it off 1o help
you rebuild. You know 1 fought
wirh Sikhs and if there was
anyone who [ would want
backing me up besides an
American it would be a Sikh."

This was the second time 2
vetcran had said something like
that to me recently. The fist nme
[ was sitting in a restaurant before
the "United We Srand” Rally -
where 15,000 people were ﬂa[hr_ﬁ
ing in Clinton Square m.d:cw:kc
of the September 11th attacks. Aol
wargm:nthchnnurasaﬂtkh 10,5
address the crowd. =

about how | wuuleJcI:ﬁcrm:l, =3 =_ o
bug, s is in all craditjons, fele I:hl:-.
Lord is mysh:phm:l{ “The Sikh-.
tradition teaches.us never 1o see ;fé-.-?
anyone as an enemy - everyone i.-i" i
a friend. ‘As .was eating, 2 man -
approached me with a veterans -
cap on -a purple heart veteran. l
didn't know what to expect - I' d
never seen him before.
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So while the neows of Gobind
Sadan l'-cmg burmed has reached che

"I want ro apologize ta you on
behalf of all Americans if any one has
in any way treated you aunkindly.” he
began. 1 could barely stop the tears.

"This is not the America we fought

for.” | thanked hin profusely and
went out later to tace the crowal in
the Square tremendously uplifted and
deliver 2 message which [ hoped and
prayed would be uplitung to them.

On another occasion 1 was ru:llngr in

my car when a call came . "Hella,”
said the voice. "My name is Harold.
You don't knew me. bur we rebuild
churches thar were victims of arson,
and il you'd allow us we would like
to help you rebuild yours.”

Harold recruits voluniteers [rom all |

over to rebuild desecrated houses of
worship. He ollered ro bring a team
in and join with local velunteers to
1ssist whatever contractor we choose
in our rebuilding cltorr.

One Samsday morning at 9 AM
the phone rang. "Hello this is Alice.
I'tn sorry that I'm retired, becanse |

can only give you a lirtle, but I want
you to know how bad 1 feel thar

someone would do this werrible thing.

| want te contrbute ta help rebuild

vour temple.”

(they return even as I write this) and |
cheked up so much, thar the caller
sensed my silence and cominued, "if
you'll accepr it.” 1 told her that the
very act of calling was enough of a
contribution and she didn't have to
give any money. ~ 5o many of us
Americans feel this way bur we don't
reach out, T wanted to reach out o
L,
| thanked her profusely and told
her that we would hold a celebration
te thank everyone and wounld let her
lenow. She chuckled,
much, but 1 have a health problem
and wouldn't be able to come.” I
responded, "Then we |l come to
you." When 1 asked whether there
was anything she needed, she said
simply, "some new legs.” So here is
a tetired woman, possibly
housebound, picking up the phone
to reach out to others in need.

"thank you very

world, the message that Gobind
Sadan and its founder Baba Virsa
Singh, and Guey Granth Sahib, the
Holv scriprure which survived the
fire. stund for - love all people, love
all religions. love 2l! prophets, which
is the fundamental message of all our
traditions and the ideals that this
ereat society was founded on, is
drawing people weether.

Uhis s the vl story our of which
community is being rebuilt across all
lines and divisiors and out of which a
beaunful new house of worship will
nise as a tribute to the God thar we all
pray to and who has so mercifully
brought us all together.

- Halph Singh Rakieten



