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BBC's David Craig interviews Babaji

BBC Programme on Gobind Sadan

BBC World Service Radio has been so impressed
by the practical work of Baba Virsa Singh that they
have prepared a 45-minute programme on Babaji and
Gobind Sadan entitled "The Desert Shall Blossom." |
will be broadcast over shortwave radio around the
world early in December (see schedule below).

David Craig, Executive Producer of Religious
Programmes for BBC World Service, personally spent
a week at Gobind Sadan taping material for the
broadcast. He interviewestholarsand farmers, the
dishwasher anthereciters of sacred scriptures,
government officials andusinesspeopléhosewho
havedevotedtheir life to voluntary service at Gobind
Sadan, andf course, Babaji himself.

Babaji's childhood calling

BBC: When didyoufirst getyour sense of God's
vocation?
Babaji:Whenl was young| wondered;'Why does a person
die? What is it that never dies?" They say that God
eternal - that He gives birthutdoes not die, that He
Himself remains immortal. | began to feel pullediaods
Him and detached from the worldfellt, "You Who do not
die, where are You? What are You?" Slowly
enlightenment - the inner knowledge that God exibsgan
to dawn within me, combined with the feeling of
longing: "Where is He?" began singing from the
awareness of His existence and cryifiyhat are You?

Where are You?" | never searched for God in anigiis
establishment; had no liking for them.

One day | was sitting in our home. Buffalos were tied
there. Since God wanted to give me inner knowledge,
suddenly | had a visioriThat buffalowho is standing before
you will fall down and die.l'was soyoung at that time that
| had no beard. The buffalo did falbwndead, but what
couldl do? | felt shy andcared, fomyfatherand mother
weresitting there. Ikept quiet. At oncanothervision came:

"If you putyour hand on the buffalo'®orehead, she will
comebackto life." | wondered;'How canl do that? What
will my father andnother think?" Then the idea camente
to put my hand on her back and askyhat's wrong?
What'swrong with you?" | put my hand on her back end
andgradually rubbed it toward her head. When | reached
herforehead, she jumped and sat up. Great faith fitted
mind: "Achaa - the Power which killed her has alsought
her to life. "

We were farmers. We had no tractors, only bullocks.
After a field was plowed and seeded, we used a wooden
platform pulled behind bullocks to cover the seed kvel
the soil. The men were going to do that, so thel/ra,

"Bring some rope for the ends of the leveling plaf." |
started for the field, but along the way | had teame
feeling of attraction toward God. So | said, “Yowegme the
rope so that | can give it to them.” As soon asd that
thought, there was the rope, lying in front of mearf then
on, my faith increased.

One day | was walking along a mud canal. My clothes
were dirty. | said, “| want to wash my clothes. Youthis:
There should be a proper place where | can wash my
clothes.” At oncea brick platform appeared in the water. |
took off my clothes and washed thamg my faith was
furtherincreased! said, “You assembled the bricks, You did
this work for me, that work for me, You gave lifeto
buffalo.”

| begansitting in samadhi, meditatingsking,“Where
are Youwhoare doingall of my work?” | tookoff my
clothes, let my haidown,and sat and sat.
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Then | began to be able to see that Power, in thra fif
Baba Siri Chand, Guru Nanak's first son. Like mewhs
not wearing clothes,

After some time, Guru Gobind Singh, the Tenth Guru
of Sikhs, also came, carrying clothes and shoesaite
"Nothing comes of removing your clothes. Put onghes
clothes." | got up in the morning and put on thates.
Gradually the clear vision of enlightenment incredsvithin
my mind.

In our village, a man had arranged for continual
recitation of Guru Granth Sahib. Because this vesw
inner vision was increasing in me, he said, "Comeyo
house. Come, recite the prayer." | felt very shyaiviould |
do there? | used to be afraid of appearing in peydind | had
no knowledge of manmade prayers.

Suddenly Guru Gobind Singh said, "Get up!" andd ha
a vision. | could see something like a cinema stiedront
of my eyes. All the prophets, dervishes, messaaluk,
messengers of God passed before me, one by aisé stgod
with folded hands as they each introduced themsédlves
wondered, "What is this? How can | tell the publisoth a
great thing?" Guru Gobind Singh said, "Don't worty.
showed you this vision of all the prophets so tlat will
not be misguided. They are all one. Whether yoalsje
public or not, | wanted to tell you that religios mot for one
community, or for one country, or for one grougpebple.
The prophets all come from one Light, and theyedlirn to
the one Light. Never think that any one religiorposphet
is superior to others. It is your choice whom toelput
there is no difference among them. WhomsoeveroxaLi$
the Light."

Guru Gobind Singh kept telling me all these thiris.
said, "All religions are one. If a person praiseseaeligion
and criticizes another, don't regard that as redigi
Understand that everything is one. All religiony,saove,
speak truth, serve others, don't hurt anyone'srigsl' | say
this, and all messengers of God say the same."

BBC: What is hukam?

Babaiji:"As Jesus has spoken from vision, as Prophet
Mohammad has received revelations, as Guru Nanakespo
as Buddha said 'Do not commit violence,' | consitiese as
hukam (as divine commands). We should practice thieat
prophets have said, because they were speaking from
enlightenment. We should repeat what they have Hzd;
we will be strengthened and healed and the peopl@atibe
misguided.

Jesus has said, "God is one; love Him." Abraham,
Moses, and Noah also said that God is one and that we
should love Him. Guru Nanak said, "There is one Egtlve
are all His children." Guru Gobind Singh said, stén, all
of you, for I tell you the truth: Only those whovealeeply
loved God have realized God. God is truth and |&ed is

bestowing light everywhere. See Him in the treethen
mountains, in the seas, in the rivers, for themeaglace
where His light is not."

Likewise, Prophet Mohammad said, "The One
whom | call Allah is Master of the skies, Mastettsf earth,
Master of the millions. He is not a walled fort."

If all the prophets have said that God is lighgttiod
is love, we should agree. This is what | consideahuk

Here at Gobind Sadan we celebrate the holy day4d of a
the prophets, all the messengers, all the greaitspl
people. To celebrate them is to welcome them, apd'$hat
day was blessed, that place was blessed, that time was
blessed when you great beings came into the worlthéor
people, bringing healing from God." We should bateful
to them. In our mind there is no thought that JeGusu
Nanak, Moses, or Mohammad are different from ealhbrot
I am convinced that they have all come from thees&md
and have all given the same message.

Religious spokespeople have put all their enertyy in
saying that the prophets are separate. But myrfged,
"Why waste time? Our saying that they are separalfe wi
not separate them. No one can stir up quarrels withat
family. They all love each other within that famiBod will
continue bestowing healing, and the prophets ateetd the
people."

It is my firm faith that God has made the ones wham
call messenger or messiah or prophet the medialfer
message. Then God gives the divine message thtoeigh
To accept hukam means to believe what they havespok
Love them all.

A father never wants quarreling or crime within his
family. If any member hurts another’s feelings writthie
family, the father becomes unhappy. We must urahetst
that all our countries, all of us, have one Fathéfe should
not think that we have different fathers. If we &tidle
today, throughout the world, that God is one, Trstone,
Love is one, there will be love in the whole worldvéf
create hatred and divisions, this will never hapfen.

How does dharam spread?

Speaking to visiting government officials before
Gobind Sadan's celebration of Guru Nanak's birthday
in early November, Babaji saitharam (moral order)
has chiefly been spread either by those in postafrsecular
power, or by those who go out and serve the peopdetti.
If the powers that be, such as scientists or palitiigures,
turn their attention to dharam and help to devetogiety,
including financial support, when those at the botteee
this, their hearts will automatically be touchedhel will
say, "Aha — so there is kindness in religion? is that
religion is? Look: That person was very poor aneititame
and sat with him. Those people had no clothes tlaaske
religious people tried to provide for their needbey are



concerned about our education; they have built sthdrhey are
satisfying our worldly needs and saying that alsthas come by
God's grace." Worldly self-interest can always biis§ad by
worldly powers; the people see what has been don¢haydmove
in that direction. One can thus spread dharam tigtothe use of
political power.

Throughout history, there have been those who gamging
the people who are ignorant, of little understandimpey talk with
them, lift up their understanding, help to devetlogir minds and
raise their standards. Some people will follow theh wonviction,
feeling, "If dharam does this for us, it is a vggod thing." If
worldly help and mental uplift are combined, dharait spread
widely.

However, typically the people with political power dwathe
fo refer to God in their political setting. TheyJea negative view
of those who preach religion, for they see that¢hoko have set
themselves up as authorities do not give anyond gdwice, do not
help anyone, do not speak with kindness. That isatigton.

Whenever any religion spreads, perhaps throughdingl
schools or hospitals, or through going among thepbe to help
them understand, that is a sacrifice. If you cduddenjoying
yourself on vacation, but instead give that timetteers, taking
your ideas into ignorant society, this is a vergafrsacrifice.

Why hasn't the religion of India spread? This is fitace
where the Vedas were created, so long ago that we eleen know
their age. The Vedas are full of science, full efiitation, full of
enlightenment. Then great messengers of God catheridndia,
speaking about meditation.

Buddha was born here, and his religion did spreagbbel
India, because the Indian King Ashoka followed Buddha
teachings and his whole family preached the messtiBeddha in
other countries. Ashoka combined the worldly kingdaith
dharam, and then preached non-violence, and theagesspread
outward.

The discipline of love

Why did Jesus's religion spread? His disciples tlidn
confine themselves to particulars. They only smdkeve,
truth, faith, and service. Jesus emphasized, "lmoyé-ather.
God is truth, God is love. Have faith in Him. Helwil
always give you His healing, His blessings, His lot#e
didn't preach about how to eat, how to drink, howlaep.
He said, "Don't tell lies, don't commit crimes, ddrurt
anyone's feelings, don't get angry, don't judgebaay.
Keep your thoughts clean. If your thoughts are cl¢hay
will never turn toward evil." Similarly, Guru Gobind
Singh said, "Listen all of you, for | speak thethruOnly
those who have loved God have realized God."

Religion hasot spread from India because our religious
spokespeople have created boundaries, and becaese o
person tells lies, one takes bribes, one denieplp&arights,
and one has no character. Our Indian preachersulet

others not to drink or eat meat, but they themsedve in
the habit of eating meat and drinking. All day Iahgy say
that drink is bad, and at night they drink the whiotstle. In
other countries, religious figures do not make thelves
authorities over such matters. They have the désiserve;
they give love first.

If you love someone, you will do whatever they want.
You won't do what they don't want. When you sit heget
as friends, you know what the desires of your frigred
Therefore, first teach people to love God. Ther thil do as
God wants. Instead, people are preaching instrunstiohich
others are not ready to hear, so dharam does n@asp

If your boss is coming to your house, you considery
detail of what pleases him. Perhaps he likes rqsiesjres of
nature, good books. You put those near where hesiwill
You put out a small spoon for him because you kreow h
takes small bites. You give him a straight chathea than
an easy chair, for you know this is his preferentmi go to
so much trouble to please your boss that you chémge
whole environment in your house. Why? Because ybu wil
receive something from him.

If we fall in love with God, we will automatically
improve everything in our lives, for we want to do tHea
wants. God says, "Don't lie," so we won't lie. If Gags,
"Don't eat meat," we won't eat meat. If God says,i'Do
drink liquor," we won't drink it. If God says, "Wespecial
clothes," we will wear them. If God says, "Sleeptliks,"
we will sleep like that. What God wants becomes tierin
feeling in our conscience.

Guru Nanak said, "You are quarreling about eating
meat, but you don't understand enlightened wisdbovie"
tell people, "Don't eat meat," but we don't undemstavhat
it is. Actually, weake in minute beings as we breathe. There
are bacteria throughout our body. We are born e$ffi, in
our mother's wombs, and nursed from flesh at ouhentst
breast. There is life in a lentil, or it would ngirsut.
Actually, no one is a complete vegetarian. Guru &aseid,
"Everything has life, and yet you are speaking ageihose
things. Tell people about meditation. Tell themwbo
enlightenment." But the ignorant priests didn't ersfand.
They were standing in the dark, and they took thehiegs
that came from enlightened vision and kept thetherdark.

If you look deeply, what Jesus spoke about, Gumakia
also taught. But we understood Guru Nanak in a wdiffe
way. We started to preach things which are unnecgstar
think, "Oh Master, you spoke so much enlightenedomis
how will the people understand? These people arerégro
They are used to living in the dark, whereas yousangng,
‘Come into the light.™ When people are in the haibit
living and sleeping in the dark, when they comeimtotthe
light, they blink and cannot see. When we come from
darkness into the truth, we also blink.

To look at the sun, you have to be like a sun yijrs
The sun is always giving light, and wherever its riays all



things flourish and diseases are eliminated. Withba
Sun's light, the world would end. God, the Creatthe
Sun, is also like a light, giving light to everyti

It is very important for the person who speaks about
religion to have enlightened understanding of rielig If he
does not understand, he himself is in a well ani helling
others to jump in with him.

Guru Nanak always talked about enlightened wisdom.
Science was within his knowledge, and inner visiod,tha
existence of God. But now the situation is suchadffaters
and managers are afraid to take the name of refigioh
people, why don't you take the name of the Light@n/tne
light will come, you will surely blink at first, bthen you
will become accustomed to living in the light.

It is very important for us to follow religion, t@b
connected to love, to understand God. But peopté do
understand this. We should record everything wkich
spoken from enlightenment, for that which is born of
enlightenment will create enlightenment. That whech i
spoken from thoughts will develop your thoughts, bu
enlightenment is a very great power. With enlighten
vision, a person becomes a dervish, a calipha,afrtiee Five
Beloveds of Guru Gobind Singh. With enlightenmzedple
sacrifice their lives. When enlightened people &ppaople
are transformed.

"Dharam is very advanced"

It is unfortunate that scientists and dervisheseneit
together, for they do not understand each othertabulary. If only
they would sit together, they would understand edlebroThe
scientist is considered an atheist, but it is phsit he meditates in a
different way from the saint. The scientist's nagitih is to research
everything, to keep studying everything. He is$oyhis mind,
and that is also meditation.

Scientists try to elucidate the essential prinagpdé life. When
matters extend beyond the limits of their undeditag the best
scientists will say, "There is something beyond'tAikey do not
say, "We have researched this subject straighteécend.” They say,
"Beyond our research, there is something else."stientist will
start to search for That, but will find that it ieny difficult to
discover. He or she will then admit, "Science i®g/\great
discipline, but I could only reach this result. Téés more beyond."

Similarly, the dervish says, "God showed me so niudh,
there is even more to the Creation of the CreatoothBhe scientist
and the dervish are meditating, each in their own vigoth have
focused their minds and are utterly absorbed irirtbgbject. The
scientist is trying to understand the essentiahgiples of things,
and the dervish is talking with their Creator.

Look at Guru Nanak. As he sat in meditation, he,sdidere
are millions of planets, millions of galaxies, wald

upon worlds." Scientists also conclude from thesearch that
many planetary bodies exist; the dervish uses letdiged vision to
see the same thing.

Advanced science has only recently proved whatexasaled
long ago by the dervishes and prophets. Sciergistaow able to
take pictures of the planets from space, and lank nuch money
it costs to transmit them back to earth. One sgaobe mission
may not be enough; they may have to go five otinggs, and then
countries may come to the conclusion that a joinjgzt is
necessary.

The dervish is just sitting there alone in his hig. doesn't
even have a penny. He has nothing. He sits thetesays, "There
are millions and millions of planets, millions efrs." He doesn't
need to create multinational projects or solicityadmnding. He
focuses his vision on the Creator and keeps lookththen
writing, looking and then writing.

It is very important for people to understand thédtat has
been accepted as science has already been writtgimairam. What
the scientists have researched has not been stbgtifte common
people, and yet scientific conclusions are todageated in all
countries. Dharam is not so universally acceptedt & very
important to clear the record: Dharam is very adead. Dharam is
very advanced in science, in enlightenment, in @eacd in love.
The dervish takes no pride in what he says, soathas also
advanced in this respect. Whatever the dervish,deeer she says
that God has done it.

The dervish said long ago that the earth is round that the
sky stands without pillars. He said that the plametantain their
orbits and their distance from the earth becausgrafity. God told
him, and so he said, that their speed had to reroaistant or they
would collide. He said that a small piece of intdegdic material
fell to earth, and the earth's orbit expanded.

It is important for dharam to spread all over thengo But
what can we do? Where are the people who spreadaafzgDften
| say, "Oh, Guru Nanak, you have told us so mudgnse, you have
given us so much enlightened wisdom. You have sdidwpeople
were conceived, and by which route people leavdithisYou
haven't left out anything. But after that, no o kdone anything.
They have stored everything, and the doors totthrage room are
all rusty. The storage room itself is mouldy, ardrethe locks are
rusted."

Guru Nanak spoke of such profound things. If peogee to
recognize this, they would be amazed by the depithich he went.
But everything has its own time. Night has to comd,adter that,
day will follow. Both bad times and good times havedame. This
has always been the rule: How long shall darknesschmads
obscure the sun? One hour, two hours? At the dredetwill be so
much brilliance. The sun will set aside all darksnaes it rises.
God's Light is ever powerful.



